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o writer that in such a situation the rural high school plays a key ¢ k .

THE SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY OF AGRARIAN REFORM
FIDEL GALANG

As noted, the rural high school often serves madverten

a; a center of * ‘emancipation” and urbanization for - rural vtcizxtflx)e rl}legxsé §
ther means that those who become -reasonably well-educated .and hence
potential leaders of the rural comm mmunity are those persons s-whoare most
likely to leave it. Therefore; as it now exists, the rural: high - school,
(whether academic-or agncultural seems to-matter Jittle ), “apparently serves
as .a 'syphon which ‘draws -off - ~potential” rural leaders- ’and du*ects ‘them
-city-ward, This of course handxcaps the ‘rural ‘community improvement
programs. “Thus'an increase in the number ‘of ‘rural _high schools could
Ac%ugfe c}?]ré;exvaslyl resilt -in" ad (ilefrease ‘of -rural . conunumt)"'unprovement‘

schoo tem: an e general’ Pl
t The mphcamox:th' . gener al culn__xr;rematxq:unchanged R

‘at 2 slow pace,’a and at’ “times xapldly Today we are lxvmg in. an €ra‘
of violent social change.”. In the Philippines this fact .is accentuated by .
_the terrible - destructxon of .the last world war a.nd by the gaining of poli
tical mdependence dn. 1946" Soc131 cha.nge is not, automatlcally a change

'.for the bette

fc devthose wh ; :
ineed? of%}iglal onentatxo‘:x 1:1;1% Ry b -as, cdhey-are” - rof confh A.latter mpr&sentmg ‘the *Commiinist vxewpom t, iz

hent, "housmg, s ty, .- onaryin-lnding-ermple Bneﬂy«staxedwthe Cpmmumst social theory -is as? follows rPresent sOciety.
' ! ‘iet ‘,The few, who -own'sthe; mstruments fproducti

"try and- thexr pnvﬂege o partxapate in“the control “and
use -of somal ‘power. . »To remedy :this highly anomalous - snuatxon, Comi-. _
.munism . would ‘organize the -exploited .majority - to dislodge .thé’ priviléged
: fatored position and.to.wrest social power from their
hands. This entails violent class struggle.  The victory of the working

- class may. ‘be’ long :delayed, depending on how soon the masses-of a given.
K _country can bccome class conscious and organized for a revolutionary action,
y The victorious- ‘working class will .then use ‘its .
€rto smash the state machinery of the deposed “ex-
t:in its ‘place its own .government. It should. be ‘th
;S w state o socialize all ‘the property which *has anythi
%.:..; to do w1th productxon" nd’ exchange. ‘It shall employ science -and: tech-
.. nology to ‘bring -production “to. its highest possible level. Under this new.

. set up the fruitsiof. industry will be enjoyed by all -the ‘creative ‘members

..of ‘society in’ the" form of bétter wages, improved community’ services;. and. ;
., -increased investments i projects that will .increase productivity.: “The
massm, ‘thus -freed from' the fear of unemployment and assured -of a ‘just
.Share in :the fruits ‘of “industry, are for the first time truly: freeuto attend
to the cultivation’. 6f their higher and finer nature. When-man-learned
to stand on his. hind-limbs, thus freeing. his fore-limbs to’devise " tools, . ,
-what 2 ‘forward. step that : was‘ When .man will learn to -control the :
“social “forces “around him, thus wisely -utilizing industry ‘to"provide for -
*this ‘material ‘needs, then he .becomes.. truly free to hve -as -3.man .and to. ;
freely commune ;with his fellows. .., - - A
“# The class - collaboration ’ social theory may “be bnefly pr&sented as” i
o+ follows: .The class ‘nature -of ‘contemporary -society is affirmed.. But-it .. el
"~denies ‘the l_n:%qmbihty of ‘class struggle, as .pointed -out and claimed by . - .

1 g :as.an agency of ‘transition’ Between' ‘the raral
£ i‘nd urban culture . patterns and to’ relate :this’ analysis *to’ recent” trends -
4 ummralque S:gr;}mrgfxtyfx?hpmven;eﬁmt N From -this analysis it appears that -the - 4 4
€ ol ‘the rural high school makes it the most critical : g
‘of educatlon in regard to rural improvement in the Philippines toda arepa
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respect to the human pemonaht), it affords him ample opportunities
i for free and responsible partxcxpatzon, and therefore, opportunities for
H growth and development.

== "~ In its actual application, - the theon here Droposed would confront
; the individual in his village context. .From the historic-sociological point
‘of . view every Filipino, with ' a ‘few-"exceptions -perhaps, belongs -to a
barrio. Even the ones living.in ‘big .towns and cities still carry «with -
- them the barrio feelings and- attitudes. Next to the family, the barrio =
. is the most basic ,social unit in_ the Philippines. It is to be wondered.
at that after: almost four hundred -years of -direct -and indirect violation
. of .the barrio ‘nature -and* welfare,- Phxhppme -villages still flourish!7*The,
- municipal, - provincial,: and LnanonalJmechmenes of _government have ‘been:
d supenmposed ‘on. these. «bamos, taxm :them 'to.'the utmost -and yet giving *
them back: "very. ttle somal -servmes Schicols; . both publicand : private,™:
T ) suchia wayso: that when they get an: educa,

Communism. The popes of the social encyclicals, Leo XII and Pious
X1, declare that the socizal classes have need of each other, that capital
cannot do without labor, nor labor withcut capital. Therefore, it is not 1
class struggle, which this theory affirms, but class. collaboration that will o
lead to a final solution of present social ills. To:effect class cooperation -
two important reformations must be accomplished. First, -of -course, is .
the :moral and spiritual renewal of both the .rich and the poor. Without'
- this, all. efforts to direct social change would be~in vain. Secondly, the
. 'state interference with various private activities should be reduced to a
- minimum. This move will have two good results: (1) It will .free the
,govemment from unnecessary burdens, thus, it .can give more’ attention .’
to:its legitimate functions; ( 2) It will restore to pnvate (non-governmenta.l)
organizations their rightful share of responsxbllxues. .
ith” very. few exceptions; -rightly belong to: private’ ‘individuals? an
/ernmental’ groups. To achieve_the - welfare “of ;all ‘membe
every; socidl ‘group ‘must  organize with 'a- view. fo': effectxve ‘and.
ooperatxon. *Each mdustrv must constxtute 1tself mto an™ orde” a1

he
from vanous “sources: from ‘thé :gon
ols;. And ivic-minded ;individual Th most urgent ‘aiid | most vﬂlagers

temporazy Phxhppme sxtuatlon is nowrin‘order:--The. vxolent &lass- struggl
~Comimunism :is opposed to.the moral standard-and the-Christian nurture.
'~ .of “the- ‘majority -of Filipinos. The Philippine “Constitution positively ‘re- .
pudxates war as a national policy. With the country still “suffering from ~i .
..~ the terrible destruction caused by the last World War, a-continuance of
" - intérnal warfare would be most tragic. ‘On the- other hand, class colla-
. - boration, while it may soften the hardshxps of the poor somewhat will
',accordmg to my analysis, not greatly change the status quo. The rich
will;continue ‘to appropriate the lion’s share of the profit.of .industry and .
'onopohze social power. Both ‘theories are’ a.hen to -the Phxhppme e

S

tuation, , and they both fail to really -come to fgnps with ‘the.- basxc"

,and/o collectxvely
-out_it :they fall ‘prey to usurers. Producers and Consumers cooperanves
_are next’in importance in ‘the development and uplift-of the village' life.
Community recreation is another- important factor in the barrio rehabilita- -
tion. In addition to these basic 'items many other aids can be added

-to the list, but this additions” would ‘be. superficial if the above-listed

' fundamental needs are not -given-primary attention. To illustrate: artesian
‘wells are needed -in the barrios, true, but.a greater need than artesian :
“wells is the revision-of the land*terure ‘arid tenancy systems now ‘obtaining '
in “the “Philippines.i” The’ rebuilding "of - the rural ‘areas - of - the country -
cannot be done by remote .control from- Manila and provincial ‘capitals:_
ersonnel “of "agencies entrusted . with :the .job‘ must go-:to ‘the ‘barrios, .
“learn to understand the rural people, and work not only- ‘for thém but
‘with them. If the barrio is expected :to help itself in this program of = -
-rural uplift, and not just rely on outside aid, :it must be given .more -

. political .autonomy than 1t is enjoymg -now under our present govem-
' mental set-up.: . . ; Y . -

. A better \way of rebuﬂdmg t.he Pl’uhppmes is not through a pohucal _
 party; .or-.a :church, but’ by lifting ‘up “each and -all Phllxppme barrios:. | -
-.-In this all’ polmcal ‘partiés; *churches; :and civic organizations can and
should . participate. Prospemus barrios :make for-a prosperous Philippines. -
By focusing ‘attention_on the individual in the community, Personalism
transcends the question-of a class relationship. Class differences: may tend
"_to .persist’ but ‘the .emphasis is not on the individual’s role .as a member
“of a social clas but his place’ as a ‘member of .a  community. . We have’ -
talked about class “conflict .and class -collaboration but we have -ceased

to be concemeda.bout the task of creating a community in which individyal.

“The -Proposed Socxa] Theory
The presupposed -social phllOSOphy of the theory -of socxal reconstruc-
-tion-here being proposed is Personalism. . Personalism affirms the supremacy -

of " personality over society, while ‘it recognizes. that personality . cannot

- ». exist,apart from society. .Communism holds the-suprémacy of séciety over’
personahty ‘Personalism objects .to-any type .of ‘collectivism: It also .cor=. - -
- -rects-the extreme individualism ;of Western capxtahsm ‘by. .its afﬁrmanon i

that pezsonahty comes into full bloam -only, in.: commumtyj, i .

or its *methodology thxs _proposed social: ‘theoty; subscribe*to - the
© dembcratic process. "It does -not -believe in 'the  violent ' radicalism -of

-Comimunism or in dogmatic -authofitarianism. : It"believes and ‘trusts thé

comman people. " It holds that common ‘people thave a capacity 'to ‘learn..

" 'to:think for themselves, ‘to ‘work -and carry out their plans, to ‘cooperate -

. for:common ends, and “that they.can be trusted with social .power. ‘The ™

democratxc process is preferred to any other method because it gives due
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